
Italy, a country for all seasons 



A picture can say more than a thousand words. 

 

And a picture can well describe Italy in its daily perspectives: habits, 

folklore, landscapes, emotions. Anything that can underline the Italian 

culture’s characteristics.  

 

Every year, foreign exchange students can participate in a contest 

named “Thus I see Italy” (“Così vedo l’Italia”). Here’s what they saw. 



01 - Ecco qui mi nuova casa! Here is my new home! 
This picture was taken in Noto (Sicily), the small town that now I consider my new home. After five months here, I can 
say, in fact, that I consider myself "netina". In this photo, sunset colors stand out in the warmth that welcomed us, 
making us feel part of this great family. 
Maria Isabel from Bolivia to Siracusa (Sicily) for one year 



02 - Il rito del caffè The Coffee ritual 
In Italy, no meal can be considered finished without a good coffee. 
Shyra from Costa Rica to Puglia for one year 



03 - Pomeriggio al lago Noon at the lake 
In my eyes, Italians spend much time with their family. During the week, they work and so are tired, but on the weekend 
they play and chat with their children. I believe that the family members are more united than in China. 
Fan from China to Ivrea (Piedmont) for one year 



04 - Amicizia per sempre Friends forever 
Since I have arrived in Italy, there's one thing that I have clear in my mind: ''friendship is the basis of hope that lifts up 
your spirit in difficult times''. For example, look at these old men who were playing cards, talking in that Sicilian dialect 
that drives me crazy. 
Karla from Guatemala to Palermo (Sicily) for one year 



05 - Sono qui I’m here 
I took this picture in Venice on a beautiful, spring day. When I take a photograph of my feet in a particular place, only 
then I realize that I am truly there, alive on this Earth, far away from home. 
Hilda from Finland to Venice for one year 



06 - Scorcio di tramonto tra le antiche mura A sunset view from the old city walls 
This hole in the wall could be interpreted as a sign of neglect of the ancient history of the town of Irsina. On the contrary, 
it has been enhanced in a typically Italian way: the same way balconies of the houses are adorned with flower pots, so 
the beautiful heritage is taken care of.  
Isabela from Brasil to Matera for one year 



07 - Sembra che Dio avesse messo una scena in ogni 0.01 sec., ovunque in Italia  
It seems like God put a scene in every 0.01 seconds, everywhere in Italy. 
I like going to the main square of every Italian city with my camera. Standing amidst the crowd of tourists; I was trying 
to look for the best place to take a picture. After I found it, I closed my eyes. I counted: one, two, three... and took a 
picture. Trust me: I shot like this more than 101 times and not a single shot disappointed me. 
Thus I see Italy. Every corner, every second, every image. Even if it's dark, it's cold, or any other way that people see as 
negative, I feel it as being in perfect harmony. A foreigner with red hair is throwing food for the pigeons flying down 
from the sky. It seems familiar, doesn’t it? It seems like God put a scene in every 0.01 second, everywhere in Italy.  
Winda from Indonesia to Reggio Emilia for one year 



08 - Pace dell'anima Peace of mind 
I took this picture in San Quirico d'Orcia (Tuscany). Italian cities are not the only beautiful things here, even nature is 
incredible. You can feel inner peace and timelessness with no difficulty. 
Mona from Finland to Legnano for one year 



09 - Pane e Vino Bread and wine 
Dinner in Italy can not be without bread and wine 
Rengim Melis from Turkey to Ivrea for one year 



10 - Imparare ogni giorno Learning every day 
Every single day that I spend in Italy with my grandparents, I learn many things about this wonderful culture that is full 
of heavenly flavors, because everything is cooked with love 
Valeria from Colombia to Vercelli for one year 



11 - Cattedrale di Palermo Palermo Cathedral 
The craftsman of the "cotto" cities. For twenty years he has described the Sicilian architectural beauty this way. 
Ozlem from Turkey to Palermo for one year 



12 - Gli anziani Old men 
In Italy, the elderly are very social. Every day they play cards in the village square and don't think of bad things in life: 
they're just playing. The most important thing is being together. It is an important thing in the world, to enjoy the 
moment and friends 
Frederik from Denmark to Palermo for one year 



13 - Il calcio Soccer 
Soccer is undoubtedly a fundamental pillar of Italian culture. Almost all Italians play football or have played a few times 
in their lives. All places can be a football field. In this case, the photo was taken in Villa Borghese, Rome. The kids never 
find an excuse not to play. They can even have the flu, but never give up a football match! 
Daniel Alejandro from Bolivia to Latina for one year 



14 - Come un puzzle Like a puzzle 
This photo shows a series of houses all joined together, but also different from one another, the same as the regions that 
make up Italy: they are united but also very different in traditions, in cooking, in climate and in the way people behave. 
We can imagine Italy as a puzzle. If a piece were missing, Italy couldn’t exist. 
Marta from Poland to Piacenza for one year 



15 - Dal Finestrino A view from the windowpane 
First day in Italy, on the way to the hotel in Rome for the overnight organized by Intercultura. This picture shows that in 
Italy something does not necessarily need to be famous in order for it to attract attention. Just look! 
Isa Raquel  from Brasil to Brindisi for one year 



16 - Il Bummulu The "Bummulu" 
I took this photo during my week of exchange, in Ribera, Sicily. The ribarese folk group danced the tarantella for the 
Intercultura students. This musician in the picture accompanied the dance playing "the bummulu", a traditional Sicilian 
instrument. Thus I see Italy: small but great. Full of tradition and special cultures, hidden in the various regions of Italy, 
just waiting to be discovered. 
Melisa from Turkey to Brescia for one year 



17 - La finestra sul passato Window looking into the past  
I took this picture in Aosta in January. I was looking at this castle and I imagined the life of Italians in the past. 
Julia from Russia to Alba-Bra for one year 



18 - Nebbia a Torino Fog in Turin  
This photo was taken in Turin, in early December, when I went with the other foreign students to visit the city. That day it 
was really cold, my hands were almost frozen on the camera, but that thick and wonderful fog, which covered the city, 
was worth all my suffering. We wanted to eat at the Murazzi, but as you can see, even the birds felt the same way. Mist, 
gulls, Christmas light, and hot chocolate: all these elements make Turin one of my favorite cities in Italy. 
Panna from Hungary to Cuneo for one year 



19 - Dualità «o sopra e sotto» Duality: "either above or below"  
Not all the parts of Italy are sunny, as it is often in the South. There are foggy and mystic spots, as it happens more often 
in the northern part of the country. I like that Italy is so different between North and South, different not only in the 
landscapes but also in the way of eating, talking, living 
Veronika from Russia to Rionero in Vulture for one year 



20 - Tramonto del sole Sunset  
The sun goes down between two trulli and the view from the terrace is very beautiful. Trulli are typical houses in Puglia 
(even my home is a "trullo“!). Alberobello is the best-known city for this kind of architecture.  
Silvan  from Austria to Putignano for one year 


